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Waller Road Elementary volunteer wins students' hearts
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She�s there in the morning to make sure
students get off the school bus safely.
And she�s there after the bell rings to
help students read, file completed
assignments, sell candy at lunch recess,
play the designated kicker during PE
kickball games, chaperone field trips,
paste up the school yearbook, and pitch
in at school fund raisers.

In fact, it�s tough to get a word in
edgewise with Vicki Kalapus, one of this
year�s School District volunteers of the
year, because she is usually surrounded
by children eager to get her attention at
Waller Road Elementary School.

They run up to her during candy sales and
present her with dandelions freshly
picked from the school yard. They see her
in the office and share about their latest
writing assignment, then nod their heads

when she reminds them to check their
spelling before they hand in their final
copy.  They pass her in the hall and show
off a new shirt, or stop after getting off the
bus in the morning to talk about their latest
birthday party or a great catch at the
weekend baseball game.

�They absolutely love her because she
loves them,� says second grade teacher
Gentry Geise. �She always asks how they
are doing and remembers everything about
them. She kids around with them and
makes them feel very important.�

groups, the kids will always say, �it�s my
turn to be with Vicki.��

Kalapus, who has lived 11 years less than a
mile up the road from the school,  says
Waller Road Elementary �is more of a
community than a school.� Her son, Ben,
is in second grade; her daughter, Kayde, is
in fourth grade, and her husband, Ken, is a
Waller Road alumnus.

�It�s fun to see the kids wave at me from
the bus, and I like to hear them laugh,� she
says. �I do it because I truly enjoy kids.�

One of her favorite activities besides
reading with students is selling candy for
one hour every other Friday during lunch
recess. On one recent day second grader
Cody Squire hung out at the candy table
not to purchase sweets but to fill her in

about his new baseball coach and
uniform. As he chatted, second grader
Bekka Berto squirreled in behind the
candy table and dropped a handful of
dandelions next to Kalapus�s cash box,
giggled, then ran off to play.

�Vicki Kalapus is the cream-of-the-crop
when it comes to volunteering and
serving others,� says Principal Guy
Kovacs. �To me her greatest strength is
in the area of working with early readers,
and at school I don�t know if there is
anything more important than helping
young readers grow in their abilities and
confidence. Vicki is a wonderful ex-
ample to all on how to get involved and
make a positive difference.�

See related features on School District
volunteers on pages 8 and 9.

Waller Road Elementary School volunteer Vicki Kalapus helps
second grader Ayriss Fishel with a reading assignment.

Students crowd around the table to buy treats from and chat with
Waller Road volunteer Vicki Kalapus. From left: Jackie Wikane,
Jessica Walters, and Justin Vo.

Geise says Kalapus reads both individually
with her students and another second grade
class, as well as in small groups. �Some-
times she comes in unannounced and
without saying a word will pull a couple of
kids she just knows needs some extra work
in reading. And when we do break into
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Superintendent's Message
Celebrating our volunteers and partnerships

Puyallup Schools Superintendent Susan Gourley visits with Rogers
High School Symphonic Winds music students (from left) Christina
Graham and Natalie Matwiejow before the 64-member group
performed in March at the Bands of  America Festival in Indianapolis.

photo courtesy of   Bruce Gustafson

�I�m so glad you are here!� exclaims the
child as she throws her arms around her
volunteer and hugs her.

According to many of our volunteers,
the best part about volunteering is the
excitement the students feel when they
arrive.  Students, many of whom do not
have much contact with a significant
adult in their lives, look forward to visits
from their tutors who often become their
good friends.

Volunteers make a big difference in the
lives of our children.  Their support
often means that students can excel in a
subject rather than struggle trying to
keep up with their classmates.  Here are
just a few examples of ways in which
community members support our
students and staff:

The Community in Schools (CIS)
program, now in its second year, has
been providing tutors and reading help
through the Werlin Program for first
graders at Stewart Elementary School.
Tutors spend approximately one or two
hours per week with their child � one-
on-one time that pays off in improved
reading achievement for that child.
Plans are to increase the program to the
second grade next year.

The Architecture Construction Engineer-
ing (ACE) Academy at Rogers High
School is another new program sup-
ported by Communities in Schools.
Local contractor Tom Absher met CIS
Coordinator Kimi (Ginn) Rabun one day
and remarked, �I am in construction.  I
have a dream.�  Tom�s dream was to
establish a program where students
would learn skills in architecture and
construction and practice their skills in
pre-apprenticeship programs.  With
Tom�s help and the help of numerous
other partners, this dream will become a
reality at Rogers next year.

Every day, hundreds of community
members and parents volunteer in our
schools.  Recently, Dr. Don Russell donated

$1,000 to the District.  The money was
raised through physical examinations
performed by Dr. Russell and his staff, Dr.
Ovidio Penalver, staff from Apple Physical
Therapy, and School District nurses this
past summer.  Physicals were given to
District students whose families could not
afford one or who were unable to get an
appointment with their physician due to the
back-to-school rush.

In April, parents and community members
volunteered at the District�s Science Fair.
They served as judges, photographers, and
assistants.  Science Fair volunteers are also
parents, family members, and friends  who
mentor children as they develop projects to
enter into the science fairs at their schools.

Last month, I traveled with the Rogers
High School band to watch them
participate in the prestigious Bands of
America Festival.  In addition to the
students and their teacher, the group was
accompanied by a number of parent
volunteers.  The students performed

magnificently � thanks to Director
Bruce Leonardy and the parent volun-
teers who coordinated all the details of
the trip.

Every activity, every sporting event,
every program in our 31 schools in the
District is supported by volunteers who
work many hours. These volunteers and
hundreds of others like them in class-
rooms, in our local PTA units, and on
Boards and committees provide invalu-
able help.  Because of their commitment,
students and teachers are able to do more
� much more!

School Volunteer Appreciation Week is
May 19 through 23 in the Puyallup
School District.  During this week �
and throughout the year � we want to
say Thanks!  Supporting the achieve-
ment of over 20,000 students and the
work of over 2,700 staff members
takes many hours.  Your contribution is
tremendous � thank you for being a
part of our team � and, thank you for
being a Champion for Children!
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District has rich heritage of volunteers, community support

Greg Heath
School Board
Member

One only has to look at a roster of our
schools to see the rich heritage that our
community has injected into our public
education system.  Community members
such as Warner Karshner, Doris Stahl,
Frank Brouillet, Vitt Ferrucci, Charles
Aylen, and Ed Zeiger are examples of
individuals who created major impacts on
education locally, as well as Statewide.  It
wasn�t their intention or even their desire,
I am sure, but their efforts moved our
community enough that buildings intended
to last for generations were named in
recognition of their efforts.  They came
from all walks of life � community
members, parents, and educators �
people who cared and wanted to make a
difference.  These individuals realized
that the public education system offered
in our great country is one of our major

freedoms � one that creates opportunity
for all and is well worth supporting.

This spirit of volunteerism and community
support is alive and well today in the

Puyallup School District.  It is represented
so beautifully by the Golden Acorn awards
where each school, through our PTA
Daffodil Council, recognizes staff,
parents, and volunteers who have gone the
extra mile for the past year.  In all in-

stances, the award is really a culmination
of involvement and effort over a number
of years supporting our schools.  This
same support happens in countless ways at
every one of our school buildings serving
all of our 20,000 students.  It doesn�t even
stop there, however, as our Golden Acorn
winners are a more visible aspect of the
Puyallup School District.  We see the
results and receive the benefit of hundreds
and hundreds of volunteers providing
service and support for our students.

A major part of this volunteer effort is
provided by the 2,000 members of our
District staff who provide service to our
students and community outside their
normal duties.  They realize the necessity
of helping out on their own time to
enhance the rich environment of learning

and activities we desire for our children.
The extra effort is not only appreciated by
our community, but it models to our
students that giving to others is important
and worthwhile.

Many of our schools have also estab-
lished partnerships with local businesses
who help support education through
discounts, gifts, mentoring relationships,
and classroom participation. In this era of
tight school finance, volunteers and
partnerships tremendously augment our
resources and allow our budget to be
stretched much further.

Our community richly deserves recogni-
tion as a strong supporter of education,
and it's our parents, staff, and business
partners who make it happen.

New dictionaries are in the hands of
every third grader at Waller Road
Elementary School thanks to a donation
from local Grange members who passed
out the reference books last month,
visited with students, and helped them
look up words.

The Waller Road Grange #1111
provided the students, including some
fourth graders in a combined three/four
class, with the paperback dictionaries
as part of the national Dictionary
Project, a non-profit organization that is
supported by civic organizations to
raise money to provide dictionaries to
third-grade students.

The ultimate goal is to help students
become good writers, active readers, and
creative thinkers, says Anna Van Hulle,
community service chairperson for the
Grange. More than 500,000 students in
35 states have received a dictionary
through this program, which originated in
South Carolina. The dictionaries distrib-
uted to Waller Road students are theirs to
keep so they can take it with them into the
fourth grade and use throughout their
school careers.

inside the front cover, then urged them to
think of words to look up. Hands flew up
and students excitedly called out words
and read definitions together.

�A dictionary is perhaps the first and most
powerful reference tool a child should
own,�  Grange President Mike Simms
wrote in a letter to third-grade parents.

"We feel a child cannot do his or her best
work without a dictionary. Children
deserve the best teachers and resources.�

Before students returned to their
classrooms with their new books, Simms
told them, �Maybe you can learn a new
word every day. Hopefully you will keep
this for life.�

Van Hulle says the plan is to return in fall
to Waller Road with a new box of
Webster�s Classic Reference Library
Dictionaries for the new third graders,
then repeat the giveaway at the same
grade level in each of the following three
years. The five year plan will assure
every child in third through sixth grade
has a dictionary, she says. Supplying each
third grader with a dictionary costs about
$70 each year.

�In this day and age, you just have to
know how to read and write,� says Van
Hulle. �It is such an important part of
education.� The Grange has also assisted
with other Waller Road projects, includ-
ing offering their hall for this year�s
successful school action, helping with
Make a Difference Day last fall, and
continuing each year to invite second
graders to plant a vegetable and flower
garden in spring and third graders to
harvest the crops in fall.

After passing out the dictionaries last
month, Grange members �  many of
whom had children attend Waller Road �
shook students� hands, asked them to write
their names on a label already placed

Waller Road Grange presents
students with new dictionaries

Students thank Waller Road Grange members for their new
dictionaries. From left: Ayden Walker shakes hands with Grange
members Bob and Patti Frantz; Dillon Nilsen greets member Dave
Van Hulle and President Mike Simms; Danielle Heckens thanks
member Kitty Looker, and Abby Kalland hugs Community Service
Chairperson Anna Van Hulle.
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High School senior wins State art award

Terry Bergeson, State Superintendent of
Public Instruction (right), celebrates her
choice of  Emerald  Ridge High senior Mallory
Pilcher's winning art, "Reflection on Frida
Kahlo," on display through this month in
Olympia. Pilcher's art teacher, Candace
Loring, (left) also was recognized during the
State art reception.

Mallory Pilcher, a senior at Emerald Ridge
High School, has been selected as one of
nine purchase prize winners in the Office
of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction�s 30th Annual Superintendent�s
High School Art Show.

While her teacher says being named one
of the top nine art entries in the State is
exceptional in itself,  State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Dr. Terry Bergeson
also chose Pilcher�s piece from among
125 regional finalists to receive the
�Superintendent�s Choice� award.

"This is where I can really follow my
heart," Bergeson told Pilcher as she
presented her with a certificate and praised
her art during a reception last month for
all of the State art winners.

AnnRené Joseph, program supervisor for the
arts with the Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction (OSPI), says the
Superintendent's Choice "is a very special
award" because she gets first choice of all of
the art submitted. The theme of this year�s
show, co-hosted by OSPI and the Washing-
ton Art Educator�s Association, is �30 Years
of Excellence in Visual Arts Education.�

Pilcher�s work was narrowed to the top
nine from between 2,000 and 3,000
entered Statewide in the high school art
show�s regional competitions. She joins
four other Puyallup School District
students named purchase prize winners
over the past three decades, and only one
other, Rene Nyberg from Rogers High
School, known to receive the
Superintendent�s Choice in 1980.

The 17-year-old and three other Puyallup
School District regional art winners were
honored last month during the reception at
OSPI in the Old Capitol Building in
Olympia. As one of the nine purchase
prize winners, Pilcher received $200 and a
certificate signed by Bergeson.

The high school art show continues at
OSPI through May 28, and her work joins
the other eight winners this year in
becoming a permanent part of the State�s
30-year-old art collection.

Candace Loring, her studio art teacher,
describes the OSPI art show as �the most
competitive art show in the State� and
adds having a State purchase prize winner
from this District is �exceptional.� Pilcher
won the Pierce County Executive�s Award
for the same piece.

In addition to studio art, Pilcher is
enrolled this year in painting, design,
advanced placement senior English,
civics, and current world problems. �The
majority of my time is spent in the art
studio, where I work on art even through
the lunch and free periods.�

Pilcher plans to pursue visual arts next year
at Western Washington University and
aspires one day to be a professional artist.

The three other Puyallup
School District students
named regional art finalists
in this contest are Puyallup
High students Michael
Felver and Ashley Fent,
and Emerald Ridge High
student Leah Jarvis.

Pilcher described her
mixed-media acrylic
painting, �Reflection on
Frida Kahlo,� to the
Puyallup School Board last
month and shared her
excitement in winning one
of the nine purchase prizes.
�I think I was screaming for
20 minutes,� she said of
learning the news, adding
she never expected to win
one of the top awards.

The painting was a
classroom assignment and
was inspired, says Pilcher,
by an exhibit her studio art
class saw on a field trip to
the Seattle Art Museum. It
reflects Frida Kahlo�s life,
using techniques Pilcher
found both in Kahlo�s work
and in works by artist
Gunther Gerzso. Kahlo
(1907-1954) was a Mexi-
can painter known for her harsh, revealing
self-portraits that reflected her physical
and emotional suffering. Kahlo painted
with jarring colors and odd spatial
relationships, and many of her pictures
include startling symbolic images and
elements from Mexican history.

Pilcher says she wanted to show the
harshness of Kahlo�s life with straight,
blocked squares, as well as her emotional
smoothness by using a wash technique. A
woman figure emerging from the back-
ground of the painting repeats the pattern
of circles and squares, showing she is a
part of both worlds. The final aspect of the
piece is a scar, which fades away in the
colors, but is still visible. The scar is the
effect of Kahlo's love and her hardships
through life, says Pilcher.

Summer School
registration set
Summer school registration is under
way and continues through June 30.
Brochures detailing classes offered,
costs, and application information are
available at each of the District�s 31
schools.

A special one-day registration has been
scheduled June 30 for those who do not
pre-register. Both elementary and
secondary registration will take place
from 1 to 6 pm at Zeiger Elementary
School, 13008 94th Ave. E., Puyallup.

Summer school classes begin Monday,
July 7 and conclude Friday, August 1.
Elementary summer school classes will
be held at Zeiger Elementary School,
and junior high and high school classes
will take place at Rogers High School.

At the elementary level, students can
take classes that help develop and retain
basic skills necessary to start a new
school year.  Enrichment courses also
will be offered to advance athletic,
artistic, and academic abilities. Parents
needing information about appropriate
courses at the secondary level should
contact their child�s teacher and or
counselor for proper placement.

For further information about summer
school, contact Susan Templin, elemen-
tary principal, at (253) 840-8956, or
David Rosdahl, secondary principal, at
(253) 841-8792.

Teacher wins grant
Puyallup High School teacher John
Parker recently received a $4,760 grant
from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
of Vancouver, Washington to strengthen
science instruction.

This amount was supplemented by the
high school to provide a total of $6,140
to enable Parker to strengthen laboratory
instruction with a greater degree of
hands-on science for his students.  As
part of this grant, Parker is invited to
attend the National Conference on
Partners in Science in San Diego,
California in January 2004 and 2005.

Painting named Superintendent's Choice
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A sophomore and a senior from Emerald
Ridge High School have been named this
year�s top award winners in the sixth
annual Dan Vesey Exhibit, which
featured 65 works of art displayed during
National Youth Art Month in March at
the Karshner Museum.

The two winners, who each received $75,
are senior Megan Dierckins, student of
Jami Malyon, for three-dimensional art,
and sophomore Lauren Turner, student of
Candace Loring, for two-dimensional art.
Their work becomes part of the Puyallup
School District�s growing collection of
permanent student art on display at the
Education Service Center.

�Each year I hear from the judges how
difficult it is to select just one student
artist for the Dan Vesey award,� says
Debbie Munson, District art specialist and
coordinator of the annual event. �This year
was no different.  The work selected
represents the spirit of creativity that was a
trademark of Dan Vesey.�

Vesey, a retired art teacher who died six
years ago, taught in the District for 30
years, most of which were spent at

Student artists recognized at fifth annual Dan Vesey Exhibit
Puyallup High School. He also visited
classes throughout the District teaching
sumi-e painting and watercolor to young
artists and believed strongly in showcas-
ing student art within the community,
says Munson.

More than 350 people, including the K-12
student artists, their families and friends,
school staff, and community members
turned out for the Dan Vesey reception in
March at the Karshner Museum. The event
was sponsored by Valley Arts United.

Dierckins� winning art is a collection of
three differently-shaped Raku pots with
lids. Raku, originating in 16th century
Japan, is a firing technique where a clay
pot is fired, glazed, then fired again until
half-finished in a propane kiln. The piece
is then transferred to a trash can filled with
sawdust and newspaper. A lid is put on,
the materials inside catch fire, and the
trapped heat releases color in the glaze.
Extra luster is created by removing the
pots from the trash can and running them
under cold water.

The 17-year-old has received several other
recognitions for her artwork, including

second place last year
in the Dan Vesey
Exhibit for a three-
dimensional clay drum
with ceramic leaves and
leather ties. She also
earned the second place
juror�s choice and the
people�s choice for a
glazed bronze mask
entered two years ago
in the Puyallup Fair,
and a certificate of
participation in eighth
grade for a watercolor
entered in the Dan
Vesey Exhibit.

Dierckins has taken art
courses every semester
since she started at
Emerald Ridge. She is
promotions manager for
the Student Store, a
member of DECA,
captain of her water

polo team,
and
partici-
pated on
the swim
team in
fall. She
aspires to
go to law
school and
become a
corporate
attorney,
all the
while
continuing
to take art
classes for
personal
enjoyment.

Turner, who also entered the Dan Vesey
show in eighth grade and received a
certificate of participation, says she was
surprised to be named one of the top
winners this year. Her painting is an ink
wash in which she first used different
colors of tempura paint on her design,
leaving areas she wanted black with no
color. She then covered the image with
black ink, which soaked into the blank
areas, let it dry, then washed off the rest of
the black paint revealing oranges, yellows,
and browns underneath. Her painting
reflects hunger and famine in Africa,
portraying a thin woman in the center of
the continent of Africa.

The 15-year-old took art classes through-
out her three years at Ballou Junior High
and completed the winning project in
Painting 1 class in her first year at
Emerald Ridge. She also is enrolled in
interior design this year and plays cello in
the school orchestra.

Her interest in Africa began last year after
she participated in a 30-hour fast to raise
money for children in Africa through
World Vision. She also helped with a
summer concert fund raiser for the same
organization and plans one day to travel to
Africa. Her career interests include
interior design and youth ministry.

Donation provides for Outdoor
Education student scholarships

Sophomore Lauren Turner and her ink wash painting.

Senior Megan Dierckins and her Raku pots.

Frank Olsen's family has donated $850
from the Frank V. Olsen Memorial Fund
to Meeker Elementary School for
scholarships for the sixth grade Outdoor
Education Program.

Olsen began his professional career as a
sixth-grade teacher in the Puyallup School
District. His 30-year involvement in
education included teaching assignments
at Meeker and Spinning elementaries, and
Kalles Junior High. In 1965, he accepted
the principalship at Mt. View Elementary

and remained there for many years before
moving to Meeker Elementary, where he
served the last eight years of his career as
a principal. Achievements include
receiving the Golden Acorn Award and
serving as treasurer and president of the
Puyallup Education Association, ap-
pointed president of the Pierce County
Principals Association, and president of
the Association of Puyallup School
Principals. Lastly, he was instrumental in
the design and implementation of the
District's first outdoor education program.



6 May  2003 http://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us Champions for  Children

Teachers learn strategies for helping students in math

Schools get students excited about learning math

More than 150 teachers from elementary
and junior high schools recently attended
the Puyallup School District Math
Institute.  Presented by the District
professional development staff, the
institute allowed teachers to learn strate-
gies for addressing gaps in math achieve-
ment and to share approaches for improv-
ing student math communication and
problem solving skills.

Dr. John Woodward, a professor at the
School of Education at University of
Puget Sound who has done extensive
research on teaching math, presented two
keynote speeches and a breakout session.
�Teaching to Standards and Closing the
Achievement Gap.� His keynote address,
offered insights on the ways teachers
increase student achievement for all
students. The next day, he opened the
institute with a keynote focusing on
strategies for teaching problem solving
and communication in mathematics.

Johnnie McKinley, District professional
development coordinator, says
Woodward�s speeches were energizing and
helped spur collaboration among the
participating teachers.  �Dr. Woodward
offered an overview of best practices in
teaching mathematics,� said McKinley.
�He framed appropriate strategies to take
to address student needs based on our data
and what we know about how our students
are learning.  People are feeling pressure
with standards-based assessment, so
sending people away with tasks they can
do in classrooms was really helpful.�

In addition to focusing on strategies for
improving students� abilities in problem
solving, mathematical thinking, and
communicating their understanding of
mathematical ideas, the institute offered
an introductory session on the curricu-
lum Developing Mathematical Ideas
(DMI) and on differentiating instruction
at all grade levels using the District's
adopted texts and resources.  Some
sessions also included sharing best
practices for teaching Algebra in junior
high school and enhancing instruction
through the use of technology.

�I thought it was good in bringing together

the teachers who teach math to hear
people outside of the District to learn
about trends,� said Chris Humphreys,
District math curriculum specialist.  �It�s

helpful to show that the ideas we�re
discussing aren�t coming out of thin air or
a whim.  They�re based on best practices
in a national sense.�

Woodward helped the participants
evaluate where the students in the District
are now and come up with strategies to
improve student performance.  He was
complimentary about the progress
Puyallup has made so far.

�It�s important to look at how to make
gains in student achievement regardless
of socioeconomic indicators which have a
strong role in determining how a student
will perform in school,� says McKinley.
�Dr. Woodward emphasized that when
you start with standards, you may not end
up teaching page-by-page out of the
book.  In fact, you may not even finish
the book.  What is important is that
students learn the material they�re
supposed to learn.�

Following the keynote address, teachers
met with their school groups to discuss
grade level expectations and to get a sense
of what they expect students to be able to
do grade by grade.  �Now we can see the
progression of complexity and depth of
knowledge the students need to attain,�
says McKinley.

Pope Elementary School teachers (from left) Lisa Benjamin, Ruby
Roberts, Cindi Lucas, and Kim Pisha discuss classroom tactics that
improve student math achievement.

From a Hawaiian family night to ice
cream cones and slices of pie, schools
throughout the District � with help from
the community � are using creative
ways to inspire students about math.

More than 300 people attended the
annual Waller Road Elementary School
math fair where Hawaiian shirts and
shorts were the norm. The "Surf's Up"
theme had families moving from one
room to the next to play and learn
different math games. Estimation contests
were held as varying age groups vied for
prizes after guessing how many fish were
in a bowl, the weight of a pinata, and the
distance in kilometers from Puyallup to
Honolulu as the crow flies. At the end of
the evening, the entire crowd gathered for
big prize giveaways. Each family also
recieved a packet to take home that
included all of the math games played
throughout the evening.

 At Rogers High School, the math depart-
ment has started a new Baskin-Robbins
student of the month program this year. The
program was started in the fall in an effort
to recognize and encourage math students.
At the conclusion of the month, each
teacher chooses one student in every class.
The selection of these winners is based on
given criteria which varies from month to
month. In past months the criteria have
included: excellent test scores, largest
improvement, outstanding daily work,
attitude and effort, and highest semester
grade. Because winning students are chosen
from each class, the department is able to
recognize achievement at all ability levels.

After being selected, winners have their
photos taken and these pictures are
displayed in the hallway outside the math
classrooms for the remainder of the
month. Students also receive a card good
for a free ice cream cone from the Baskin-

Robbins store on Canyon Road East in
the Albertson�s Plaza. Brent Marcel,
owner of this Baskin-Robbins store,
donated enough of these cards for all
student winners.

Rogers math department also celebrated
pi day again this year. Puyallup Top
Food & Drug donated 12 pies, and 96
students earned a slice of it by correctly
reciting the first 20 decimal places of pi.

New this year was an event to determine
who could memorize the most decimal
places of pi. Junior Joe Keller was
named pi day champion for writing the
first 401 decimal places.

Information for this article was contributed
by Guy Kovacs, principal at Waller Road
Elementary School, and  Kebra Thompson,
math department chairperson at Rogers
High School.
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Elementary, junior high, and high schools celebrated
diversity over the past several months by presenting
assemblies and schoolwide fairs that often drew standing-
room-only crowds to hear singing, watch dancing, eat
ethnic foods, and see extensive research reports on
different cultures, countries, and famous Americans.

At Shaw Road Elementary School, the Diversity Committee
organized a schoolwide celebration of different cultures,
with each grade level performing a song, dance, or prose.
The elementary students, many of them in costume, danced
the tango, sang Italian, Native American, and Nigerian
songs, recited lines from famous women in history accompa-
nied by student art, honored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., read
a story in Korean and translated it into English, and more.

During Black History Month in February, Waller Road
Elementary students presented �Lift Every Voice and

Sing,� a program highlighting the history and power of
music and song in African and African-American cultures.
The program featured performances by students in grades
five and six and the school chorus against a colorful
backdrop of crayon drawings designed to look like Kente
cloth patterns. Kente has been woven for centuries by the
Asante people of Ghana, West Africa.

Students at Kalles Junior High School showed off their
research of Asian countries and culture during the school�s
Asian Culture Fair. Students enjoyed country presentations,
ethnic food, and arts and crafts. The junior high also
scheduled a �Tribute to Black History� walking tour that
students visited over three days. Eighth-grade social studies
students presented research display boards and PowerPoint
presentations on influential people and historical events.

Foreign language and culinary arts students and staff

Schools celebrate diversity with assemblies, cultural fairs
welcomed the community to Stahl Junior High School�s
second annual �Culture Night.�  The evening included
stage presentations by students enrolled in French,
German, and Spanish classes, as well as a table filled with
food from different cultures. Several hundred people
walked through the commons to view ninth-grade student
research reports on different countries such as Tahiti,
Costa Rica, Venezuela, and Belgium.

For the third consecutive year, Rogers High School
students presented a multi-cultural fair. The theme of this
year�s event was �We All Smile in the Same Language�
and featured traditional Polynesian, Korean, and Filipino
dance groups and songs, belly dancing, the French National
Anthem sung by a Rogers High foreign exchange student
from France, and the school�s Step Team. Artifacts and
foods from different countries also were displayed.

School District diversity events include (top left): Waller Road Elementary (closeup of  group singing top row, from left): Eunice Herrera-Gonzalez, Jay
Phinisey, and Sarah Bowser; (middle row): Ricky Connelly, Deymon Price, and Kendall Stedman; (bottom row) Samie Pursley and Kaitlyn Knoll.
Standing at microphone from left: Justine Robert, Spencer Wells, and Joseph Barsh. Kalles Junior High (top center, from left): Senna Kim
demonstrates painting, Principal Rich Boerner greets students, and Lakeisha Hogan, Kara Merkt, Hannah VonWahlde, and Spencer Caudill take
notes on a research project. Stahl Junior High (bottom left): Travis Draney, Franklin Rojas, and Alex Flori dress up, and foreign language teacher Amy
Bangsund and students perform on stage.  Shaw Road Elementary (bottom center, from left): Jessica Jeppesen reads a story in Korean and English,
Patrick Barlet addresses the crowd, and students (from left) Ariel Moreau, Darrienne Weber, Christina Turner, Kaitlyn Tungsvik, Jessica Hogue, and
Taylor Schroeder dress up for their parts. Rogers High (far right, from top down): Fa�ana Fanene performs a Polynesian dance, Sara Upshaw, Michelle
Brayton, and Jennifer Kolu make up the �Fruit of  the Vine� performing group, Audrey Kupfer, Gena Choi, Sarah Koser, and Sara Lee display their
South Korea booth, and Lindsey Kay learns origami.
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Jesse Jacox hated reading. Until, that is,
Mike Howze came along.

Now the 9-year-old uses words like
�fun� to describe reading and goes so far
as to say  his favorite time of the school
day is the half hour he spends working
on his reading skills with Howze in the
school�s Help One Student to Succeed
(HOSTS) reading program at Firgrove
Elementary School.

�He�s so nice and does real fun stuff to
help me learn to read,� says the third
grader. �I love reading now.�

Much of his success in reading is credited
to Howze, who has tutored the boy
regularly the past three years in the
school�s HOSTS program. HOSTS pairs
volunteer tutors with struggling readers,
and Howze is one of 140 community and
school mentors who help 75 Firgrove
students enrolled in the program.

He also is one of this year�s Puyallup
School District Volunteers of the Year years. �I walked in,� says Howze, �and

Jesse made a beeline for me.�

At one recent HOSTS session, the two
played a tile game in which Jesse used
letter tiles to spell words with long vowel
sounds such as tire, rake, nose, and cube.
The boy broke into giggles as Howze
couldn�t return the tiles to the tray fast
enough to keep up with Jesse�s quick
spelling. �Forgive me kind sir,� Howze
said with a grin to the boy, to which Jesse
laughed and told him he was impatient to
spell the next word. �Yes, your majesty,�
quipped Howze.

Jesse�s reading scores underscore the
gains he has made in the past two years.
While he was struggling two years ago,
�his testing shows he has come all the way
up to grade level,� says Ramsaur.

One of those who knows his progress best,
however, is his mother, Cindy. �I know he
has really become a lot better reader, and
he really likes his mentor,� she says.

In addition to mentoring Jesse and a
couple of other students, Howze has also
contributed to the HOSTS program by

taking photos of each of the school�s
mentors and framing them in schoolhouses
he cut out of construction paper. The
photos line the walls of the HOSTS
portable classroom, and each mentor also
received a copy.

Ramsaur says it is not unusual for Howze
to bring in crayons, pencils, or eraser tips
when he sees a need. He is also one of
the first to sign up for monthly HOSTS
trainings, calls or emails her when he
thinks of something important he forgot
to share about a session, and arrives a
half-hour early to review students� work
folders and make sure he is prepared.
�He is in quest for knowledge all the
time,� says Ramsaur. �He wants to know
how he can better help the kids and
understand what�s going on.�

As for Howze, he says it�s been an �eye-
opener� to see children struggle with
their reading. �I just wanted to make a
difference for these kids and help them.
Sometimes you can see them struggling
with it, then another day you come in
and bingo, it�s there. Like a flower in
spring, it�s blossomed, and there they
are reading.�

Firgrove volunteer instills love of reading Student scientists
enter projects in Fair
Science Exploration 2003, the School
District�s fifth annual science fair held
last month during the Puyallup Spring
Fair, featured more than 200 creative
individual, team, and classroom projects.
Several schools also had presentations on
the big stage in the Pavilion.

Student scientists submitted projects
from 21 District schools, and 41 judges
spent two days conferring about the
students� work. The Phoenix Program
also had several students compete in the
Straw Tower Contest.

The Science Fair is a cooperative effort
between the Puyallup School District
and the Western Washington Fair and
was successful thanks to the efforts of
100 volunteers. School and community
volunteers fill the role of judges,
monitors, and registrars. Coordinators
for the event included Meeker Elemen-
tary teacher Sue Field, Pope Elementary
teacher Judy Faubion, and Science
Resource Center specialists Karen
Saxon and Jan Ward.

Firgrove families
help fire victims
In February fire took the home of one of
Firgrove Elementary School�s families.
There was loss of life, the home was
gutted, and the survivors escaped with
the clothes on their backs. Essentially,
two families were displaced. Firgrove
staff and PTA joined with members of
the Green Meadows Community, who
had organized an initial food and
clothing drive. Then the Firgrove PTA
took action, gathering cash donations
while clothing donations continued
streaming in. Sonics Tickets were
donated, and a raffle raised more than
$1,200 for the family. There have also
been food drives and furniture dona-
tions. A Firgrove family offered shelter
to the older boy so his school year
would not be interrupted. This is
another example of the caring commu-
nity surrounding the school.

Contributed by Stefani Fersch
Teacher at Firgrove Elementary

Firgrove HOSTS volunteer Mike Howze and third grader Jesse Jacox
have fun while they use a tile game to spell words using long vowel
sounds.

and was honored last month with a
special reception at the Board of Educa-
tion meeting.

Howze, who has a granddaughter at Hunt
Elementary School, started in the HOSTS
program three years ago after retiring as a
material handler for Lucent Technology.
Also a retired Air Force reservist, the
South Hill resident spends an hour and a
half four days a week helping young
Firgrove readers.

He found an advertisement for HOSTS
volunteers at the Puyallup Senior Center,
decided to try the program, and �was
hooked after a day.�

While HOSTS coordinator Wendy
Ramsaur assigned Jesse and a few other
students to Howze in the first year, the boy
made his choice obvious the past two
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Firgrove Elementary HOSTS
coordinator wins Award of Merit

Wendy Ramsaur, coordinator of the Firgrove Elementary School Help
One Student to Succeed (HOSTS) program, gives first grader Shelby
Dolan a high five for reading her vocabulary words.

Wendy Ramsaur, coordinator of the Help
One Student to Succeed (HOSTS)
program at Firgrove Elementary School,
has been recognized for her work by
receiving the School District�s fourth
annual Award of Merit.

Ramsaur, who was honored last month
during the Board of Education meeting,
has coordinated the
Firgrove HOSTS
program for the past
five years. In her role,
she oversees commu-
nity and school
mentors who work
with students identi-
fied as needing extra
help in reading.

�Wendy Ramsaur is a
dedicated educator who believes in the
HOSTS program and does an excellent
job of recruiting top-notch quality

volunteers for our building,� says Assistant
Principal Stacey Gailey. �The Firgrove
community is fortunate to have such a
wonderful program.� 

This year there are more than 140
mentors in the program, including
community members from throughout
the region and students from Ballou
Junior High, Emerald Ridge High, and
Firgrove Elementary schools.

One of those community volunteers,
Mike Howze, says Ramsaur is a
mentor in the truest sense of the word.
He says she educates volunteers like
himself on how best to work with
children. �She does so much for these
kids and works so hard to make sure
they have help,� he says. �She makes it
so you want to come back to the
program, because it�s fun.�

In her position, Ramsaur actively recruits

volunteers willing to help the young readers
and helps train them to work one-on-one
reading with the students, playing related
instructional board games, and completing
vocabulary and spelling activities.

The award is given annually to a coordina-
tor within the Puyallup School District.
Their names are inscribed on a plaque that
hangs in the entry of the Education
Service Center in downtown Puyallup.

Peanuts characters take to the stage at Rogers, Ballou

Rogers High School "Snoopy" cast included (from left):  Jonathan
Fox, Maggie Smith, Karli Zimmerman, Kyle Turver, Sarah Butler,
Jenna Dunn, and Tristan Morris.

(Rogers High photo courtesy of   Will Sinclair)

Ballou Junior High School "You're a Good Man Charlie Brown" cast
included back row, from left: Kelsey Wylie, Cal Landree, Nicole Volz,
Andrea Mason, and Jimmy Horrocks. Front row, from left: Monica
Huss, Matt Sheppard, Nathan Doutre, Adam Wolbert, and Tia
Boyington.

Wendy
Ramsaur
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Students create businesses and give profits to the community
Adam Kirk knows what it takes to own a
successful business. The 8-year-old has
learned a thriving and well-respected
company takes good advertising, a product
that is irresistible to shoppers and, most
importantly, a willingness to give back to
the community.

When it came down to shoppers choosing
between Kirk�s watercolor paintings or his
sugar cookies, the third grader learned that
most opted for the treats. At just 25 cents
each for cookies he made himself,
including gourmet varieties with chocolate
chips and M&M�s, Kirk found he had a
booming business and happy customers
flocking to his storefront.

The shoppers were none other than fellow
classmates from Brouillet Elementary
School, who brought quarters and, in some
cases, dollar bills to pay for items created
by Barbara Lagrou�s third and fourth
grade class for their winter bazaar.

Students started their businesses by
applying for simulated business licenses.
In addition to filling out their names, ages,
and types of businesses, they answered
questions as part of a background and
health and safety check.  Student, parent,
teacher, and principal signatures were
required before the licenses were issued.

Students also made posters and handed out
fliers to other classrooms announcing the

bazaar, set up storefronts at their desks
with creative displays, then sold products
ranging from bracelets to brownies.

Proceeds from the �Supercalifragilistic-
expialidocious Bazaar� all went back to
the community, but only after students
collectively discussed how to donate their
$228 in earnings.

After considering a long list of charitable
organizations, the elementary students
decided to give approximately $175 in
dog and cat food and colorful, squeaky
toys to the Sumner/Puyallup Animal
Control and Adoption Center. American
Feed & Farm Supply in downtown
Puyallup, and PetSmart on South Hill,
gave the class discounts on the pet food
and toys so students could give the shelter
more for their money. A PetSmart em-
ployee also came to the school with a
basket of pet toys so students could
choose which ones they wanted to present.

�It makes me feel really good to do this
because I really like animals,� says fourth
grader Molly Hitch.

Animal Control Officers Connie Ellis and
Debra Perry came to Lagrou�s classroom
to accept the donation and shared with
students how the shelter operates, how to
adopt an animal, and the importance of
using microchips as a permanent way to
identify pets. They brought two dogs,

proud of her students. �This project has
been so successful because of their
individual interests in starting their own
�business� and their collective interest
in giving to their community,� she says.
�I have seen students demonstrate
improved skills in planning and deci-
sion-making, managing time and
materials, taking responsibility for
themselves, communicating ideas, and
collaborating with others.�

Brouillet Elementary Principal Brian
Lewis, who Lagrou thanked for supporting
the unique classroom venture, told the
students they �did something very, very
special� and congratulated each one for
their hard work.

Cody and
Cricket, to the
classroom as they
accepted the 300
pounds of dog
and cat food, 120
pounds of kitty
litter, and a bag
full of toys.

�We want to tell
you how much we
appreciate all the
hard work you
did together, and
we are happy you
chose us,� says
Ellis. She gave a
special thank you
for the toys
noting, �pets like
to have things to
play with while
they are waiting
to be adopted.�

Students used the
other $50 earned
to purchase
muffins, fruit,
juice, and coffee
for a continental
breakfast they
personally served
in January to
Graham Fire &
Rescue and Pierce
County Sheriff�s
Department
employees.
Nearly 20
members of the
departments
arrived in uniform at Brouillet Elementary
to accept the students� generosity. After
enjoying refreshments and accepting a
student proclamation honoring their
efforts, the guests treated students to a tour
of fire trucks and paramedic units parked
outside the classroom. Representatives of
the Sheriff�s Department K-9 unit also
brought their dogs and explained how they
use them to track criminal activity.

Reggie Romines, fire chief of Graham Fire
& Rescue, says he was honored that a
group of students would do such a unique
activity �to recognize the people who keep
them safe at night.�

Lagrou says she couldn�t be more

Animal control officers accept donations from Brouillet
Elementary students (top row from left): Ken Patterson,
John Mahaffie, and Officer Debra Perry. Bottom row,
from left: Mallory Craker, Riley Moore, Tommy
Humphries, and Officer Connie Ellis with Cody.

Graham Fire & Rescue paramedic Michael Ray looks at a poster
containing student photos and a proclamation honoring firefighters
and sheriff  deputies while students (from left) Drew Bergeson, Megan
Evans, and Timothy Kim enjoy a brunch they offered to their guests.
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Rogers student is active in State officer role

Rogers High School and video productions student Megan Pouliot is
active with and was recently elected president of  the State's Skills
USA-Vocational Industrial Clubs of  America.

The Puyallup High School Dance Team
once again earned high honors at the
Washington Interscholastic Activities
Association dance/drill State competi-
tion.

For the third consecutive year, the Dance
Team placed first in the Pom category at
the competition in March in Yakima. The
team was also second overall out of 55
competitors and received a superior
rating.

The team's advisor this year is Lyndi
Baublits, a teacher at Woodland Elemen-
tary School.

Rogers and Emerald Ridge high school
dance teams also report doing well in
local and regional competitions this year.
All three of the high school teams were
recognized for their efforts during last
month's Puyallup School District Board
of Education meeting.

Puyallup High Dance
Team places first in
State Pom contest

Emerald Ridge wins
Grammy school status
The Emerald Ridge High School music
department has been chosen as one of
the finest music programs in the country
by the nationally recognized Grammy
Signature Schools program.

Emerald Ridge is one of 100 schools in
the nation that received certificates of
recognition as finalists for the Grammy
Signature Schools award. The school
received the honor after a screening
committee reviewed its application,
recordings of school concerts, sample
concert programs, music curriculum, and
repertoire.

The GRAMMY Foundation, a non-profit
arm of the Recording Academy, is
dedicated to advancing music and arts-
based education across the country and
ensuring access to America�s rich
cultural legacy.

In an effort to secure support for voca-
tional education, Rogers High School
student Megan Pouliot met with local
legislators in Olympia recently to talk one-
on-one about how the program benefits
students like herself.

Her lobbying efforts at the State Capitol,
more common of people twice her age, are
just one part of her role this year as the
school�s first State officer in the Skills
USA-Vocational Industrial Clubs of
America (VICA). The organization gives
students opportunities to develop leader-
ship and vocational skills.

The 16-year-old was elected as the
group�s Puget Sound regional representa-
tive after delivering a speech earlier this
year before several hundred high school
students. She then competed for, and
won, the position of  historian-reporter,
which requires her to gather information
and take photographs at meetings and
activities, report them in a newsletter she
is creating for club members, and
maintain a scrapbook.

Pouliot didn�t stop there, vying for and
winning the position of State president
during last month�s State VICA Confer-
ence in Spokane. She will start the new
role in September and plans to attend a
national conference in Missouri in June.

One of her biggest responsibilities this
past year has been to help the other 11
student officers across the State plan and
prepare for last month�s annual confer-
ence. About 1,000 high school students
throughout Washington competed in
different skills and leadership events in
vocational subjects such as video
productions, welding, construction, and
cosmetology.

In addition to her responsibilities at the
State level, the teen also keeps busy with
her role as president of the Rogers High
Skills USA-VICA chapter. About a dozen
students from welding, manufacturing,
video productions, construction, and
drafting classes are involved in the club
this year. Earlier this year, 10 of those
students competed in leadership events at
a competition in Sea Tac in categories

such as job interview, extemporaneous
speech, prepared speech, promotional
bulletin board, and a quiz bowl.

One of Pouliot�s goals this spring is to
have the Rogers club host a film festival
so video production students can share
their work and ideas.

�I�m really having a lot of fun,� says
Pouliot, who also participates in several
campus service organizations and helped
as manager of this year�s wrestling team.
�Vocational education and my experience
with VICA have helped me with my

speaking abilities, have helped me with all
my classes at school, and have helped me
learn good leadership. It teaches you to
put yourself out and go for it.�

The junior has been enrolled the past two
years in the school�s video productions
class and served last year as the Skills
USA-VICA vice president.

�Megan is a dynamic, dedicated kid and is
a true leader in my program and around
school,� says DeWayne Crust, video
productions teacher and co-advisor of
Skills USA-VICA.

Doctor donates money from physicals
Dr. Don Russell has donated $1,000 to
the School District's Communities in
Schools of Puyallup program from
athletic physicals he and others in the
community did last August.

The Puyallup doctor was one of several
members of the medical community who
provided free or reduced cost physical
exams for students who wanted to
participate in fall sports but either could
not afford one or had not been able to

schedule physicals before the start of
school. Students with medical insurance
had claims filed, and the $1,000 donation
includes money Dr. Russell received as a
reimbursement from insurance companies.

Donations such as this help the success of
the Communities in Schools Program,
which, among other things, is providing
funding for a reading tutorial program at
Stewart Elementary School and a
Districtwide tobacco diversion program.
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Special Education Parent Advisory Committee

Sue Henricksen, case manager with the Division of  Developmental
Disabilities, hands a brochure to Mary Miller, a parent from Eatonville,
during  SEPAC's recent resource fair and reception.

Special Services
holds staff trainingFor more than 1,500 families in the

Puyallup School District, special educa-
tion programs serve at least one or more
children in their family.  To provide
parents of children with special needs an
opportunity to work together to share
advice, the Districtwide Special Educa-
tion Parent Advisory Committee
(SEPAC) was formed.

In the past four years, the model for parent
input on special education issues has
evolved from a formal, District-driven
group with low attendance to a District-
wide, parent-directed group that is
addressing the needs of parents.  Bill
Budge, executive director of special
services, sees SEPAC as a great resource
for parents. �SEPAC is working to address
the issues that parents involved in special
education want to learn about,� says
Budge.  �Parents should have a voice on
these issues and participate in a manner
that�s comfortable for them.�

Sandi Brenenstahl and Crystal Harrison
co-chair the committee.  For Brenenstahl,
the parent of a student in the special Brenenstahl.  �We�re not a funded organi-

zation � we operate on donations and
partnerships.  Support from a broad range
of groups and organizations has helped us
with all of our projects this year.�

The SEPAC resource fair and reception
offered parents of students involved in
special education the opportunity to meet
district administrators face-to-face.  It also

being a part of the school community their
children attend.  Earlier this year, they set a
goal of getting at least 10 parents involved
in SEPAC to join local PTA groups and
serve on a committee.  Parents responded
enthusiastically, and to date at least 14
parents have made that commitment.

To support official parent involvement in
the schools, members of SEPAC would
like to see a SEPAC parent or staff
representative established at each school
in the District to help with communica-
tions.  While 22 parents have volunteered,
representatives are still needed to meet the
needs of all 31 schools.

�My son receives special education
services,� says Brenenstahl.  �I know it�s
not always easy for him, but when there�s a
group of people working together on these
issues, it�s not about us.  They are working
together to help my son.�

To be added to the SEPAC email list or for
other information about SEPAC, contact
Sandi Brenenstahl at 864-7282 or email
her at sepacsandi@aol.com.

fulfilled one of SEPAC�s major goals for
the year � to connect parents with
community and District resources that may
be helpful for their children.

Members of SEPAC share an interest in

�This is a group of volunteers.
We�re not a funded organization
� we operate on donations and
partnerships.  Support from a
broad range of groups and organi-
zations has helped us with all of
our projects this year.�

education program, the group has offered
a way to find resources and connections
for parents and community groups. �We�re
a proactive group.  By working together
and building partnerships with other
groups, we can only strengthen the
services available to our kids.�

In addition to the successful resource fair
and reception SEPAC coordinated in
March, plans are underway to support an
�all abilities� dance for junior high and
high school students at Ballou Junior High
on Friday, May 2.  With a $500 donation
from the Tacoma Goodwill, student
representatives for SEPAC are planning
everything from the room reservations and
music to decorations and theme.

�This is a group of volunteers,� says

�SEPAC is working to address the
issues that parents involved in
special education want to learn
about.�

Bill Budge

Sandi Brenenstahl

Puyallup Special Services provided a
variety of training opportunities on a
Saturday in March, and about 100
special education staff chose from
workshops ranging from reading
assessment to special education
compliance.

Teachers learned, for example, about a
method to gather current performance
information about a student�s reading
and listening skills.  Tools to use to
informally evaluate sight word knowl-
edge, oral reading fluency, silent reading
fluency, and listening comprehension
were shared and practiced. The informa-
tion gathered was reviewed as used in
Individual Education Plan (IEP)
planning, lesson design, and intervention
for reading or listening-related issues.

Staff also reviewed definitions, forms,
and guidelines from the State for test
accommodations, as well as a family/
educator guide.  In light of the District�s
work, especially at the secondary level
on the 5 �P's� � Pathway, Plan,
Project, Portfolio, and Parent � a
transition workshop emphasized placing
as many interest, aptitude, and work
readiness assessment tools as possible
at the disposal of students, parents,
counselors, and teachers.

A session on understanding challenging
behaviors from a sensory perspective
focused on the neurological basis for
sensory processing disorders. The training
helped teachers with practical strategies to
increase learning in the classroom.

In a general session, participants
listened to an overview on the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act. This
included information about special
education student performance on State
assessments and how score reports from
students in special education will be
combined with other school data and
used for school improvement planning.

Contributed by Leon Johnson
Assistant Director, Special Services
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Stahl Junior High School�s Exceeding
Challenges through Education and
Lifeskills (ExCEL) program brought to
campus The SKIFORALL Foundation, a
Bellevue-based nonprofit organization that
provides outdoor recreational activities for
children and adults with disabilities, for a
fun-filled day of  bicycle recreation.

More than 25 orthopedic students in the
special education programs at Stahl Junior
High School, Brouillet Elementary School,
Hunt Elementary School, and Emerald
Ridge High School exercised their abilities
on SKIFORALL�s adaptive bicycles.

More than 60 students in the special
education program at Kalles Junior High
School are participating in a promising
pilot program to help students with
deficient reading skills.

Developed by an educator who is a
parent of a child with learning disabili-
ties, the Read Right program is providing
reading intervention at the secondary
level and staff says it is yielding outstand-
ing results.  �We�ve seen all of the
participants� reading scores go up,� says
Tina Nelson, special education teacher at
Kalles Junior High.

The Read Right program retrains the
brain in reading and teaches students
through a tutorial experience.  Students
learn by hearing excellent reading
every day and modeling outstanding
reading practices, says Nelson.  It helps
students become better readers by
reading aloud and reading silently.
Through this process, students also improve their
comprehension skills.

When a student graduates from the program, their reading
and writing abilities have advanced to the point where
they can participate in regular education programs.  For

students who qualify in the special education program
solely for difficulties with reading and writing, this means
that they can transition from special education to regular
education classes.

For students in the Read Right program at Kalles, one of

the highlights of the year was a special trip to Karshner
Elementary School to read with Ann Nelson�s kindergar-
ten class.  The trip was a success for the 15 students
selected to participate.  �They�re begging me to go back
and do it again,� says Nelson.

Bill Budge, executive director of special services,
says, �This program is absolutely remarkable. After
about eight or nine hours of tuto-
rial, students usually show one
grade level of achievement in their
reading abilities.  Some students
were four or five years behind in
their reading level when they
started the program.�

Due to the success of the program at
Kalles Junior High School and
Puyallup High School this year, it will be expanded and
offered next year at Rogers High School and Aylen Junior
High School.  With additional training funds and some
experienced Read Right teachers acting as trainers for
new teachers, District officials hope to spread the
program throughout the District.

�We�re really enthusiastic about this program because it
meets the needs of so many kids with deficient reading
skills,� says Budge.  �We believe it will help reduce the
dropout rate at the secondary level.�

Bill Budge

Kalles Junior High School student Nick Jentsch reads with
Karshner Elementary School kindergartners (from left)
Denis Badger and Austin Kingsolver.

Read Right program helps students with reading deficiencies

Stahl orthopedic students enjoy bicycle recreation

Student Matthew Connor Student Scott Cornyn
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Schools, community work together on emergency preparedness
When disaster strikes, parents want
immediate assurances that their children
are out of harm�s way.  Through the
focused and collaborative efforts of the
District, Pierce County Emergency
Management Services, Puyallup Police
Department, Puyallup Fire Department,
and the Pierce County Sheriff�s office,
plans are in place and tested regularly to
ensure that all children will be cared for
and secure in case of disasters including
fire, earthquakes, and lahars, as well as
potentially dangerous activity in the area
surrounding the schools.

The District uses an Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC) model to manage any
major emergency or event that may impact
a school or administrative site in the
District.  Shaun Taylor, director of
business services for the District, manages
the District�s EOC plans.  �Our plans
cover a broad range of disasters, including
earthquake, fire, bomb threats, criminal
activity in the area, and airborne contami-
nation in the area,� says Taylor.  �We�re
continuously looking at and revising the
plans as more information is available.�

If a disaster or threat in the area is
reported, the Emergency Operations
Center goes into action.  The process
includes very close collaboration with the
building principals and puts the adminis-
trative team in direct contact with the
school site or sites to help get the schools
the resources and communications they
need in case of an emergency.  In the event
that communication between the District
EOC and the school EOC is interrupted,
building administrators have the support
of the District to take appropriate action to
respond to the crisis.

For the District, the support and assistance
from other emergency responders has
resulted in a highly-coordinated plan.
Through integrated meetings with police,
fire, sheriff, and emergency management
groups in the area, District officials have
been able to update and revise many
emergency procedures to better meet the
needs of students and families.

Sophisticated computer technology now
allows emergency response groups in the

Pierce Responder system to view a quick
and accurate web-based snapshot of every
school site in the District.  While on their
way to respond to a potential crisis,
emergency personnel can pull up informa-
tion about a site including names and
phone numbers of the site-based EOC
contacts, floor plans of the building, a
rooftop view of the building, and other
crucial information that can save valuable
time once they arrive at the school.  Since
every school now has a National Oceanic
& Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
emergency radio on at all times, it will
serve as the primary emergency communi-
cations network in case a collaborative
response is needed.

The Puyallup School
District website will
also be a source of
information for
people in case of an
emergency.  Accord-
ing to Margie Jensen,
District director of
student services, the
website and NOAA
radios will be the best ways for people to
get up-to-date information about an
emergency scenario.  �The website will
include emergency plans and newsletters
for parents to access,� says Jensen.

While computer technology can offer
advantages to emergency personnel
responding to a disaster, other advances in
technology have resulted in a network of
acoustic flow monitor stations that have
been installed to detect the danger posed
by a volcanic eruption.  Numerous lahars,
or volcanic debris flows, have impacted
the area as recently as 500 years ago.
Lahars are a mixture of water and sedi-
ment so concentrated with rock debris that
they may resemble flowing wet concrete.

For the schools and District facilities in
the Puyallup Valley, the area that would be
impacted in case of a lahar, a coordinated
evacuation plan is in place in case of
detection.  District plans ensure that
students and teachers in the Puyallup
Valley can evacuate in 45 minutes to
higher ground at least 100 feet in eleva-
tion.  Local emergency authorities are
reviewing District plans to ensure that
they will not conflict with mass evacuation
plans they�re developing for residents of
the Puyallup Valley.

Although disaster plans for natural disasters
are nothing new, new plans have been
developed to address the possibility of a
criminal environmental attack.  Every
school now has a �Shelter in Place� kit, a
plastic tub containing scissors, plastic

sheeting, and tape to seal off a gym or
other large common area in case of an
airborne contaminant.  If the air quality
may have been compromised, teachers and
administrators will evacuate all of the
classrooms and relocate the students to the
gym.  All of the windows and doors in the
gym will be sealed to preserve the air
quality, and no one will be allowed to enter
or exit the building until the emergency has
been cleared.  In the event that a Shelter in
Place kit is put to use, parents are advised
to wait to go to the school until the
emergency has been cleared.

An emergency preparedness committee
has been meeting on a weekly basis since
October 2002 to update and revise
emergency plans.  In addition to continu-
ing to update emergency equipment, all
administrators will have a refresher
training in security and emergency
procedures in August.  For the most up-
to-date information about security
procedures including evacuation plans
and places to reunite with children,
contact the school for more information.

�The main thing we want parents to know
is that their kids are our highest priority,�
says Jensen. �The teachers do a tremen-
dous job of keeping things under control
� the kids are in good hands.�

Margie Jensen

Second graders at Hunt Elementary School practice an earthquake drill. From left: Students Shane
Anderson and  Alex Simpson duck and cover under their desks. After coming out, students Miguel
Carlos and Ashlynne Jessee do a safety check to make sure neither one has been hurt.
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When Spinning Elementary first graders
sit down for dinner, they have a newfound
appreciation for the origins of their
vegetables.  Over the past year and a half,
the Spinning plant lab has offered students
in first grade teacher JoAnn Kocha�s class
the chance to get dirty, cultivate flowers
and vegetables, and develop new problem
solving and measurement skills.

Kocha was motivated to seek a District
mini-grant for the GrowLab Deluxe two-
tiered light garden residing in the school
foyer after spending time with students in
the school�s inner courtyard, a peaceful
garden area with bulb flowers and
benches.  �Involving students with
planting projects creates a great opportu-
nity to teach kids a range of subjects,�
says Kocha.  �In addition to connecting
students to real life, it offers opportunities
for content learning like inquiry skills,
problem solving skills, measurement,
graphing, drawing, and journaling.  Not
only do they gain computation skills, but
they also have the chance to work coop-
eratively and develop organization and
social skills.�

While all of the students in Kocha�s class
participate in the classroom activities,
most students have favorite tasks associ-
ated with the plant projects.  For student

Elissa Brown, her favorite part of the
project involves caring for the plants.  �I
like watering,� says Brown.  For her
classmate Jeff Russell, the reward comes
at the end of the project.  Adds Russell,
�My favorite part is eating what we�ve
grown, especially tomatoes.�

A District mini-grant provided the start-
up funds needed to purchase the light
garden and plant trays, although parents

Elissa Brown and Jeff  Russell, first graders at Spinning Elementary,
water the radishes their class is growing as a science project.

and members of the community have also
offered a helping hand.  Parent volunteers
have helped start some of the plants, and
master gardeners from Washington State
University�s Master Gardening Program
provide guest visits and supplies for some
of the projects.

Kocha�s classes have completed nine
projects with the light garden in the past
year and a half.  In addition to studying

seeds, roots, stems, and fruits, some of the
projects have also included creative
writing, journaling, and math projects.
More than 50 students have participated in
the programs, although all of the students
at Spinning see the light garden as they
enter and exit the building.

For future groups, Kocha would like to
try a new project that would give the
students the chance to grow spring plants
and have a spring plant sale.  The real-
life experiences of estimating the
percentage of plants that would germi-
nate, learning about an economic system,
and actually growing plants would
provide them with a strong connection to
real life concepts.

In addition to the academic connections
students make through the plant projects,
Kocha hopes to instill in them a sense of
stewardship and pride.  �Using the
GrowLab puts children in direct contact
with the basic elements of our environ-
ment and helps them understand their
own vulnerability and dependence on the
health and well-being of the whole,� says
Kocha.  �I believe that children who
experience the growing process firsthand
have a better understanding of the
connectedness of our lives with nature
and each other.�

Spinning Elementary plant lab teaches varied lessons

The circus comes to town!
Kindergartners at  Spinning
Elementary School recently
performed a circus complete
with elephants, clowns,
jugglers, tightrope walkers,
lion tamers, and more. From
left: Ezra Collins and Bryant
Young become elephants for
a night, while Ringmaster
Jordyn Price tames the
vicious leopard, played by
Jesse Ray. Numerous
kindergarten programs
throughout the School District
p re s e n t  ki n d e rga r t e n
circuses featuring songs,
acting, and lots of  smiles.
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Kelsey Hamilton considers herself one lucky girl. The 13-
year-old has been featured on Evening Magazine with
host John Curley and will be flying next month to New
York City with her family with complimentary airfare,
hotel accommodations, and tickets to Broadway.

The seventh grader at Stahl Junior High entered the media
spotlight earlier this year after submitting the winning
letter to KING 5�s Evening Magazine�s �Time Capsule
Contest.� Her letter to the future, written as a creative
writing class assignment, will be read when the capsule is
opened in 2053 at the new Marion Oliver McCaw Hall at
Seattle Center.

Her assignment, she says, was to write in 50 words or
less her hopes for the world in 2053. She wrote: �Dear
People of 2053, I hope in the year 2053, our conflicts

with Iraq, North Korea, and Af-
ghanistan will be over. That we
won�t be at war, and be at peace
with at least most countries. That the
world would get its act together and
at least be polite to one another.
Yours truly, Kelsey Hamilton.�

A week or two after she submitted
her essay, KING 5 called to say a
panel of experts had chosen her work
as one of five finalists from among
hundreds of entries. She and the other
four students were invited to the TV
station in Seattle, where they were
introduced in a live broadcast in
February on a special �TV Time
Capsule� edition of Evening Maga-
zine. �I was really nervous because it
was going to be live,� recalls
Hamilton. �I just told what I wrote,
and then we all were given these
prize bags with tickets to the opera
and ballet, some fudge, a poster, a CD, and a hard hat.�

During the show, which aired earlier this spring, the
public could vote online for their favorite entry, and
Hamilton ended up the grand prize winner. �I was pretty
shocked,� she says. �My family and I went out for ice-
cream to celebrate.�

The teen already has drawn up her list of sightseeing

Stahl student wins Evening Magazine writing contest

Stahl Junior High student Kelsey Hamilton and Evening
Magazine Host John Curley.

photo courtesy of  Brad Hamilton

Puyallup High School junior Lauren Gurican
and her cousin, Morgan Gurican, are
reflected in the student's art displayed in
March at the school's second annual
Afternoon of  the Arts exhibit.

Reflections of art

options, including tours of the Empire State Building,
Statue of Liberty, Rockefeller Center, United Nations,
Ground Zero, Madison Square Garden, and �lots of
shopping.�

She says she is thinking about pursuing a career as a
writer or illustrator and is also interested in newspaper
journalism. In addition to writing, she loves to read, draw,
swim, camp, and travel.

Student scientists submit projects in Fair
Hunt Elementary School
kindergartner Regan
Powers describes her
Science Fair project
to Bob Daugherty, a
volunteer judge in the
School District's fifth
annual Science Fair.
Regan won honorable
mention for her project.
She was among more than
200 student scientists
who part ic ipated in
Science Exploration 2003
(see related Science Fair
article on page 8).


